
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEETING OF JANUARY 10, 2012 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Earl Temchin.  
 
Mr. Temchin expressed personal thanks for the basket sent to his home following the passing of his mother-in-
law, and sincere appreciation for the comfort and support provided by those who attended the services.  
 
Mr. Cammuso led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.  
 
Members present: Ben Cammuso, Marjorie Chase, Lynn Maschi, Sandra Micalizzi, Connie Proll, Michael Rossi 
and Earl Temchin. Members absent: Len Marcheselle, Susan Locks. 
 
Due to extenuating circumstances, the Chairman requested permission to alter the order of agenda and permit 
Dave Zoni to give an update on the newsletter project. All were in agreement; permission was granted. Mr. Zoni 
discussed several issues that have resulted in delays in proceeding with the project. These include an overly 
ambitious expectation of the type of product that could reasonably be produced at the necessary cost point as well 
difficulties in procuring advertising sponsorship. The consensus of the Commissioners continues to place the 
newsletter and the manner of producing it as a top priority, with the emphasis on starting with a simple format and 
uncomplicated transition. Due to logistical and legal concerns regarding the contractual agreement, a motion was 
made by Michael Rossi to table further discussion until the February meeting, and request Mr. Zoni’s presence; 
seconded by Marjorie Chase, all were in favor. Mr. Temchin thanked Mr. Zoni for the update. 
 
The minutes of the December 13, 2011 meeting were presented to the Commission. Earl Temchin asked if there 
were any corrections, additions or comments. Connie Proll made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; 
seconded by Michael Rossi; all were in favor. 
 
In the absence of Commissioner/Treasurer Susan Locks,  Executive Director Robert Verderame  presented the 
Treasurer’s Report stating that of the FY 2011/2012 budget of $481,750., $231,169.13 (54.6%) has been 
expended; $31,778.05 encumbered; with $218,802.82 remaining.  A motion was made by Sandra Micalizzi to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented; seconded by Ben Cammuso; all were in favor. The Executive Director 
noted that the appropriation of matching grant funds submitted to the finance department should be completed 
shortly. Referring to the overtime line item, he reminded the Commission that a significant percentage was 
expended during the storm/shelter event as well as for building rentals. An appropriation of the rental fees 
submitted to the finance department for overtime expense should also be completed shortly. 
 
Executive Director Robert Verderame presented the December 2011 Director’s Report, noting that Dial-a-Ride 
provided 1236 one way rides on 21 days, including 455 in town medical rides and 47 out of town medical rides. 
Eighteen new members joined in December. The Nutrition Program served 635 meals on 20 days. Thirty nine 
additional applications were completed for the Energy Assistance Program.  The open enrollment period for the 
Medicare Part D Rx program and Medicare Advantage Plans ended on December 7th. However, we were kept 
busy with inquiries and appointments for the Special Exception Program for those who are on Medicare Savings 
Programs (QMB), Medicaid issues and individuals new to Medicare. Melissa Morosko, our BSW intern from 
CCSU played a very active role in the open enrollment process. She participated in CHOICES training and has 
been a great asset to the staff.  Applications for the CT Energy Assistance Program will be scheduled through 
March 30, 2012. Preparations for the AARP/TCE Income Tax Assistance Program are progressing well.   
 
As Municipal Agent, the Executive Director was called upon to address several situations involving homebound 
senior citizens. We are finding this to be a recurring theme requiring assessment, referrals and follow up.  
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Under Bus Maintenance, all three buses are performing well. On the 2009 bus the lower front ball joints were 
replaced on both sides. Under Building Maintenance, a number of issues were addressed including DSL and 
Security line reconnections by AT&T, repairing damage caused during the storm. Interconnected problems 
involving the fire alarm panel and the security system were resolved by Maximum Security and Simplex Grinnell. 
In an effort to solve a recurring problem with the furnace servicing the office area, Saucier Mechanical changed 
2” air intake PVC pipe to 3” PVC pipe. It involved drilling a wider hole in the outside wall. Our interior hallway 
was painted by several incredible volunteers and brightens the entrance. The Southington Commission on 
Disabilities in conjunction with the SPD and SFD presented an informational session on the 9-1-1 Special Needs 
Registry. This registry will be maintained confidentially by the SFD and utilized only when an emergency 
situation warrants providing special assistance to individuals in need. Highlights from the Program Coordinator’s 
Report included a Holiday Show; VNA Flu Shot Clinic; Day trip to Christmas Tree Shop in Manchester; Annual 
Holiday Party at the Aqua Turf and a performance by the DePaolo Middle School Bands and Chorus.  
 
Under Correspondence:  Minutes from the December 8th Department Heads Meeting were available. Of 
particular note was that official reimbursement request has been submitted to FEMA. Zion Lutheran Church has 
requested the rental of two meeting rooms on Sunday, March 4th for a seminar. With a history of rental 
experience, the Executive Director recommends approval of this request. A motion to approve the request with the 
usual stipulations was made by Sandra Micalizzi; seconded jointly by Michael Rossi and Lynn Maschi; all were 
in favor. 
 
Under Old Business:  The Calendar House Budget Request has been submitted to Town Manager Garry 
Brumback with the requested documentation, including a base budget, new initiatives and decrement list. 
Regarding building rental requests, a brief synopsis of the recent experience involving the Southington 
Community Theatre was presented. Basically a conflict creating disruption of our activities was problematic and 
going forward there are significant reservations in considering approvals to various organization. 
 
Under Transportation Committee: Sandra Micalizzi presented a number of suggestions for local day trips. This 
information will be communicated to the Program Coordinator. Marjorie Chase suggested contacting the Parks & 
Rec Department and wondered if trips to the Bushnell could be considered. Connie Proll asked if a nominal fee 
should be charged for these kinds of trips. Communication issues involving Verizon and AT&T are being 
addressed. Lynn Maschi requested that Martha Benevelli be trained in dispatch and intake for the daily Dial-a-
Ride program and in completing required DOT reports. Bob Verderame responded that Martha is currently 
handling intake and dispatch communication during her scheduled hours. He will arrange training for her in 
scheduling and reports. 
 
Under New Business:  As previously mentioned, several volunteers painted the hallway, as well as created a mini 
lounge area and refreshed the coat closet area. Storage shelving was donated by UNICO. We have been advised 
that our fire panel is antiquated and replacement parts are all but impossible to obtain. Bob has requested quotes. 
Mark Sciota has advised us that he will obtaining service contracts for HVAC and waste removal.  Connie Proll 
suggested involving High School students, such as the Key Club members as volunteers for various activities. 
Bob remarked that we have some intergenerational volunteer involvement, and are always open to more 
possibilities. 
 
Public Communication:  Mark White initiated further discussion regarding the newsletter project. Earl Temchin 
responded thanking Mark and the others for valuable input, concluding that the entire issue will need to be 
revisited and has been tabled until the February Commission meeting. Walter Kizilski commented that he felt that 
the Community Theatre event significantly disrupted the normal activities at the center.  Sandra Micalizzi 
reported that she had spoken with the Town Manager, the Police and Fire Departments and the Town Council 
regarding Heart Safe Community participation, and will follow up on that program. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Ben Cammuso, seconded by Connie Proll; all were in favor. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:03 pm. The next Senior Citizens Commission meeting will be held Tuesday, 
February 7th at 6:30 p.m.        
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cynthia Gilbert, Senior Center Secretary   
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